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General Call
 
ENTRY DEADLINE
May 15, 2010

NOTIFICATION SENT
July 15, 2010

Quad City Arts is a non-profit regional arts organization located in the Arts & Entertainment 
District of Rock Island, Illinois. Serving a bi-state area including Rock Island, Henry and 
Mercer Counties in Illinois and Scott, Clinton and Muscatine Counties in Iowa, we actively 
engage more than 350,000 people annually with a variety of cultural programming. Our 
visual and public art programs include exhibition opportunities in our Arts Center gallery and 
our satellite gallery at the Quad City International Airport, as well as public, corporate and 
business spaces throughout the community.

All Quad City Arts programs are funded in part by 
Quad City Arts Festival of Trees, Quad City Arts Partners, and 
operating grants from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, 

and the Iowa Arts Council, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs.

Quad City Arts reserves the right to decline artwork that does not match the quality 
represented in the submission material. Unstable work or poorly framed pieces will 
not be accepted.
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ROOTS 

ENTRY DEADLINE
July 16, 2010

MAIL ALL SUBMISSIONS TO:

Quad City Arts
General Call or Roots
1715 2nd Avenue
Rock Island, IL 61201

www.quadcityarts.com



Who’s your Momma?

General Call
______________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________
City	                              State	    	 Zip

______________________________________________
Phone

______________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________
Medium

Include with Submission:

q 	 6 images of current work*

q	image list with title, size, 
medium, year, & retail 
price for each image

q 	 paragraph describing 
the theme and process of 
the work submitted and 
a paragraph describing 
the work you propose to 
exhibit

q 	 self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for notification; 
additional packaging 
and postage required 
for return of disc

*Submit images on a CD as jpg files with a minimum of 300 dpi resolution.  
Each file must be less than 5 MB.  Label each file with a number for viewing 
order (corresponding to your image list) and the title of the piece. Label detail 
shots with the number of the piece and a letter (i.e. 3a, 3b, 3c for details of 
image 3). To maintain anonymity for the blind jury, your name must not 
be included in the file’s name. 

Do not embed images into PowerPoint
or submit moving image or audio files.

General Call
Venues: The Quad City Arts Center is located in what was once a turn-
of-the-century department store with hard-wood floors and a fourteen foot high 
ceiling. The exhibition gallery has more than 1,500 square feet of space and a 
minumum of 106 running feet of wall space. There are floor-to-ceiling north-facing 
windows overlooking the Mississipi River. This popular space is frequently used 
for informal musical and literary performances and is available for community 
group meetings and special events. A sales gallery on the north end of the building 
represents artwork by local and regional artists. Exhibits in this gallery last 
approximately 6 weeks.

Quad City Arts Art @ the Airport is a formal contemporary gallery at the Quad City 
International Airport. It houses approximately 1,600 square feet of exhibition space 
in floor-to-ceiling glass cases. Over 2 million visitors view this space annually. The 
gallery is located in front of the main arrival/departure seating area. The two-
month exhibits occasionally pair artwork with works from private, corporate, and 
institutional collections of artwork, artifacts, and/or natural specimens.

Quad City Arts also offers other opportunites to present artwork in less traditional 
venues. Area businesses and special event coordinators often request artwork to 
display and sell. Selection for any of Quad City Arts regular exhibits will qualify you 
for these opportunities as they arise.

Eligibility: Quad City Arts invites artists residing within a 250-mile radius 
of the Quad Cities to submit an entry for the upcoming season. 

Artists who have exhibited at Quad City Arts galleries within the past two 
seasons will be considered for exhibition in a different space. For example, 
if you were selected for a show at the airport in the 2010-2011 season, you 
are still eligible to exhibit at the Arts Center Gallery.

Proposals for collaborative or group shows are accepted. Selection will be 
made based on the strength of the entire group.

Acceptable media include (but are not limited to) drawing, painting, 
watercolor, pastels, printmaking, photography, digital images, sculpture, 
wood, glass, ceramics, fibers, book arts, mixed media and installations.

Everyone is eligible to enter as an individual artist, as well as part of a 
group or themed show.

Jury: Entries will be blind juried in a two-step process. Entries are 
reviewed and scored by a jury of Quad City Arts committee and community 
members. In part two, the highest scoring artists are paired with one or more 
artists and designated for either the airport gallery or the Rock Island gallery. 
The final roster will then be approved by the Quad City Arts Board of Directors. 

Sales: Work at all venues for all exhibits will be for sale. News releases 
are sent to over 20 media outlets, showcards are distributed to artists and 
customers, and notices are posted in our newsletter for all exhibits. Opening 
receptions are scheduled for the Arts Center Gallery and promoted through 
these channels. For each sale, a 35% commission is retained by Quad City 
Arts to support the Visual Art Program.

Roots
You are invited to submit works of art for an exhibition entitled “Roots 
(Who’s Your Momma?)” The term Roots refers to a person’s original or true 
home, environment and culture. Consider what the term Roots means to 
you and create artwork that captures something about yours. 

“Roots” is a juried exhibition open to artists living within a 250 mile radius 
of the Quad Cities. Selected artists will have the opportunity to be part of a 
group exhibit which will take place simultaneously at Quad City Arts Center 
gallery and the German American Heritage Center gallery in Davenport, 
Iowa. A duel opening event is planned to celebrate multiple cultures and the 
works of art. Artists with more than one work accepted may have work on 
exhibit in both venues. 

Specifics: Artwork must be original, created in the last two years 
and not previously exhibited at Quad City Arts. All accepted work must 
be framed or otherwise ready to display with the artist’s name and title of 
the work labeled on the back. Pedestals will be provided. All media will be 
juried, excluding signed reproductions. Quad City Arts Center can refuse 
artwork that does not meet these requirements or is found unsuitable for 
exhibiting in the Arts Center. Prices should reflect a 35% commission 
retained by Quad City Arts in event of a sale. There are no size restrictions.

Entry Directions: Fill out the entry form and list the title, size, medium and 
year created for each entry. Note if a detail image is included. Repeat process for 
each additional entry. Submit images on a CD as jpg files with a minimum of 300 
dpi resolution.  Each file must be less than 5 MB. Label each file with a number 
that corresponds to the number on your entry blank and the title. To maintain 
anonymity for the blind jury, your name must not be included in the file’s name, 
but do write your name on your disc.

Entry Fee: $20 for 2 entries plus $10 for each additional entry; unlimited

Deadline: All entries must be submitted digitally. Postmark or drop off 
deadline: July 16th, 2010.

Awards and Prizes: Best of Show, First Place, Second Place and 
Third Place.

Jurors: Work will be juried by Quad City Arts’ Public & Visual art Committee 
and  The German American Heritage Center.

Need help to get ready to exhibit? Stop by the Quad City Arts 
Center for your Steps for Success: An Exhibitor’s Checklist Guide 

Questions? Contact Dawn Wohlford-Metallo (309) 793-1213 X108.
Additional entry blanks are available in the gallery or you can download them 
from our website at: www.quadcityarts.com

ROOTS
__________________________________________________________________________
Name							                Number of Entries

__________________________________________________________________________
Address			   City	                              State	    	 Zip

__________________________________________________________________________
Phone						      Email

Entry #1

__________________________________________________________________________
Title								        Size

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Medium	 Year created	           Price if for sale or insurance value if not

Entry #2

__________________________________________________________________________
Title								        Size

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Medium	 Year created	           Price if for sale or insurance value if not


